VNEFLaer snolars Application Packet

The McNair Scholars Program at the University of Oregonis oneof 180 such programs
at colleges and universities across the county and pat of a group of federal programs known
collectively as TRIO. Named in honorof Rondd E. McNair, an African-American astronaut
killed when the space shuttle Challenger exploded, the Program seeks to hdp qudified
undegraduae students prepare for admission to dodoral programs and the successful pursuit of
PhD degrees. To bedligible, students mug be low-income and first generation in ther families
to earn a bachdor@ degree or members of groups unde-represented in graduae education.
With its ability to suppot such groups the McNair Scholars Program represents onefacet of the
University® commitment to diversity and highe educationin general.

The program, housd a Academic Learning Services, offers intendve suppot for
students as they complete their undegraduae work and apply to graduae schools. Thelinchpin
of the entire program is its summer research internship and a range of bendits naurally arising
fromit. Duringthe summer internship, each student works with afaculty mentor to complete an
origind research project and present a pgoer abouttheresults, both are modds of what they will
be expected to do in gradude school. To hdp students focus on ther research, they receive
summer tuition waivers and a substantial stipend. Additiondly, students are often pat of
research teams (especialy in the sciences) so that they have direct experience with collaborative
research and writing. By working with faculty mentors, students have close working
relationshipswith people who can hdp guide ther research and write letters of recommendation
for graduae school admisson. Thus by completing the program, students have developed
effective research skills and noteworthy rZsumzs.

Suppot for McNair Scholars extends beyond the specific university from which they
receive their bachdor@ degrees. Universities across the county offer incentives for McNair
Scholars to enroll in thear gradude programs. Tho incentives range from waivers of
application fees to scholarships and tuition credits. At the UO, for example, scholarshipsat both
theundegraduae and graduéae levels are earmarked for McNair Scholars. And some ingitutions
offer incentives thoughthey have no McNair Program.

The McNair Scholars Program at this and other universities is selective and demanding.
But the rewards for motivated undegraduae students are great as they learn skills and make
contacts of incalculable valuetoward ther later success.

To apply for the University of Oregon M cNair Scholars Program, a student must:

I haveearned at least 60 undegraduae credits, but not have a bachdor's degree

I complete the accompanying forms (induding signaure page)

I respondto the pasond statement questions

I supply transcripts of all collegelevel work

I supply two letters of recommenddion (at least onefrom afaculty member within major)
I have aGPA tha is compstitive for entry into graduate school

I beanédligible undegraduat student conmitted to success

Curr ently, McNair hasrolling admissions and considers applications whenthey arereceved.

For more information contact Gail Unruh, McNair Director, at 346-2182, Acacemic Learring Senicesat
346-3226, or visit the McNair web site at http://als.uoregon.edu/programsmcmair/aboutmcrair.html




VNY lair Resources

Workshop topicsinclude:

Using technology
Effective use of thelibrary
Finding funding for graduate school
GRE preparation and practice

Applying to graduae school
Writing persond statements

Using PowerPoint’

Seminars and classesinclude:

Academic research
Academic writing
Presentation and publication
Culture of graduae school

University and Graduate Schod support includes:

Scholarships

Waivers of tuition during summer internship
Stipendsfor summer internship

Summer housng alowance

Graduae Funding Library materials
Academic advising

Tutoring and academic suppot

Faculty mentors

Peer and professiond suppot groups
Travel to McNair and professiond conferences
Travel to prospective gradude schools

University Support beyond graduation may include:

I Feewaiversfor graduae school application
I Graduae scholarships



INEF Lair gnolars Application Form

First Name: M.l Lag Name:
svdent! 0 - - SS .
Sex. M__F Birthdae. [/ [
CreditsEarned: GPA: Major:
Local Address: Permanent Address:
(street) (street)
(city) (state) (zip) (city) (state) (zip)
Local Phone: Permanent Phone
Email: Occupant Name (if not your own):

Check thosethat apply: Check all that apply or have applied:

____American Indian/Alaskan Native ___ SSSParticipant ___ Parent: agesof children
tribal affiliation (optional): ___ Veteran ____ Transfer student: # transfer credits
___ GED graduate Colleges attended:

____Asian
____Black or African American
____Hispanicor Latino

____ OMA participant
___Financial aid recipient

White
___Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Is. (please submit transcript from each)
____ Other:

Pleasefill in the blanks:

Check one: Did either parent attend college: _~ No___ Yes
____U.S.Citizen Name of degree if your parent/s earned one:
____ Permanent Resident Areyouworking? __ No___ Yes:#ofhrss__ Workstudy?  No___ Yes
Number: Expected graduation date: Major: Advisor:
Staff Sig. Career goal:

Eligibility asa First-Generation Student
If applicable, signthefollowing statement:

The definition of a Oftst-generaion college studentOreflecs my background accuately: the
natural or adoptive parerts with whom | resded before my 18" birthday did not receive a
BactelorOslegreefrom college. (Or, if my parerts attended college outside the United Statesand
graduated, the degee earned is not consideredby UO degee evaluators to be equivalert to a
BactelorOglegee) If | regularly resded with and received support from only one parert, that
parert did not complete abaccalureat degee.

By TRiO and McNair definitions, | am a first-generation callege student.

Student

Staff Date




Agreements for McN air Program Access and Services

| undestand that the McNair Program professiond staff has access to the following information:

Admissions data Regstration information
Transcripts and grades Finarcial Aid verification
Disahility documertation Data updates

Progress reports from professors, counselors, and the RegistrarO©ffi ce

| suppot this information sharing. | undestand tha prior to admission to the Program, such
information will be used only to certify individud eligibility. Once selected for McNair, |
undestand tha program staff may use the abowe information to help me meet persond and
program gods. | aso undestand tha paticipaion in McNair is limited to students who are
committed to earning first a Bachelor@ degree, then pursuing dodoral degrees, and using the
resources available to them for strengthening skills necessary to accomplish that god. Thisis
appropriate for me: | am committed to earning my Bachdor@ degree, pursuing acceptance and
success in graduae school, and will use McNair Program suppott in the process.

Signature Date

Occasiondly, we like to use student names or phobsas we recognize achievements. Do you
grant permission to use your name or picture in conjundion with TRIO activities or recognition?
If s0, please sign and date bdow.

Signature Date

Future Contact

The United States Depatment of Eduction evaluaes the McNair Scholars Program at the
University of Oregon, and all other McNair Programs across the county, to deermine whether
the gods of the program are bang met. All McNair programs mug report the educationd
attainment of Scholars after they have completed ther undegraduae degrees. Consequently, it
isvital that | provide reliable information aboutmy pod-graduae studies and employment to this
McNair office. Further, | agree to provide a reliable contact (someonewho will know how to
reach me after | leave the UO). Findly, | grant permission for UO McNair staff to secure
enrollment and progress records from inditutions| attend for graduae study. | undestand that
such information gathering is necessary for the Program to continueto fulfill its duties both to
McNair Scholars and the Federal govenment.

Reliable contact person Name

(Personlikely to know howto Address

reach me after | leave the UO)
City State Zip

Phone

Signature Date




TN lacy Scholars Personal Satement

Attach answers to thefollowing questions
1. Statement of Goals:

OWtether or not you reach your godsin life depends entirely on how well you prepare
for them and how badly you want them.OPRonald E. M cNair

Please write a carefully crafted essay of approximately 500 words tha describes your
educationd gods (past, present, and future) in relation to Rondd E. McNair@ words quoted
above Describe any obstacles you have overcome, stretches you wish to make, challenges you
foresee, and plans you have to meet thos chdlenges. Be sure to communicate how committed
you are to achievingthos gods. (Savethisondisk! It could well serve asthefirst draft of your
graduae-school application persond statement.)

2. Statement of Need:

Y ou may have discussed some persond accomplishments above but McNair paticipaionis not
simply based on prior achievements. We also are interested in the extent to which you need and
envison yourself taking advantage of the program resources. Please write a couple of
paragraphs to the Program Director outlining how the McNair Program would meet your
paticular needs

Considerationsfor Letters of Recommendaion:

I Please select people who can speak to your academic performance and experiences that
demondrate your likelihoodof success in graduae school.

I Provide each person with a brief description of the McNair Scholars Program (such as a
copy of thefirst page of this application packet) so tha each will know something of the
scopeand gods of the program and will beable to convey theways you make an excellent
candidae for the program.

I Oneletter needsto be written by a faculty member, preferably someonein your field of
study. If you are atrander student, you might need to contact a faculty member from an
ingitution you attended prior to the UO.

I Please ask faculty members to use department stationay. Provide other recommende's
with envdopes so tha each letter of recommenddaion can come directly to the program.
Please have each writer address theletter to:

Gail Unruh, Director
McNair Scholars Program
1213University of Oregon
Eugene OR 974031213



