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The Challenge and Opportunity

Albert Einstein once said “in the middle of difficulty lies opportunity.” And so it is with
the challenges that lie ahead in creating a society that builds on and is empowered by its
diversity. Newspapers regularly report on the "divisiveness" of diversity and the costs
that lie in failing to recognize, address, and promote diversity.'" Less frequently
mentioned but more important are the rich and varied opportunities that diversity and
inclusivity present for strengthening democracy, galvanizing community, and developing
new relationships and knowledge. New research, outlooks, resources, and programming
on diversity are both valuable in their own right and needed to address the challenges of
living and working in a diverse society.

! As captured by the newspaper headlines in Figure 1. regional communities, businesses. and institutions
are encountering widespread changes, growing pains, and conflicts within the context of diversity-based
transformations.






