PART I
BRITISH LITERATURE TO 1789

Old English
Beowulf
An Old English Elegy (for instance, “Wanderer,” “Seafarer”)
“Dream of the Rood” OR “Battle of Maldon”
Middle English
Pearl OR Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Piers Plowman, “Prologue,” “Passus V”’ (Envy, Gluttony)
Chaucer: selected Canterbury Tales: “General Prologue,” “Knight’s,” “Miller’s,” “Wife of Bath’s,”
“Nun’s Priest’s,” “Pardoner’s”
Middle English Lyrics: “Sunset on Calvary,” “I Sing of a Maiden,” “Corpus Christi Carol,” “Quia
Amore Langueo,” “Alison” and 5 other poems
Julian of Norwich OR Margery Kempe
Second Shepherds’ Pl ay
Mankind
Malory: Le Morte Darthur (first and last books)
Renaissance
More: Utopia
Sidney: Astrophel and Stella (1, 2, 45,71, and 6 others); AND Defense of Poetry; Mary Wroth: 10
sonnets
Spenser: Faerie Queene, Book | OR 11
Shakespeare: Hamlet AND one comedy
Jonson: Bartholomew Fair OR Volpone
Marlowe: Tamburlaine (Part I) OR Jew of Malta
Bacon: Novum Organum (Book 1)
Donne: “Canonization,” “Extasie,” “Nocturnal upon St. Lucy’s Day,” and 2 other secular poems; “Good
Friday, 1613. Riding Westward” and 4 religious poems
Herbert: “Collar,” “Prayer” (I), “Jordan” (I), “Crosse,” “Flower,” and 5 other poems
Marvell: Garden, Mower poems, “To His Coy Mistress”
Milton: Paradise Lost
Restoration and Eighteenth Century
Congreve: Way of the World
Wycherly: Country Wife; ORGay:Beggar ' s Oper a
Behn: Oroonoko, “Rover,” “Golden Age,” “Disappointment,” “To Fair Clarinda,” “Love Arm’d”
Finch: “Introduction,” “Spleen,” “Nocturnal Reverie,” “Ardelia to Ephelia,” “Petition for an Absolute
Retreat;” AND Thomson: Seasons; OR Gray: “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard,” “Bard,”
“Progress of Poetry”; AND Collins: “Ode on the Poetical Character,” “Ode to Fear”
Dryden: “Religio Laici,” “Alexander’s Feast,” “To the Pious Memory of . . . Mrs. Anne Killigrew,”
Essay of Dramatic Poesy
Swift: Tale of a Tub, “Beautiful Young Nymph Going to Bed,” “Description of a City Shower”
Pope: “Moral Epistles,” Rape of the Lock, Dunciad (Bk. 4)
Johnson: Vanity of Human Wishes, Rambler (Nos. 2 and 4), Prefaces to Shakespeare and Dictionary;
OR Journey to the Western Isles of Scotland
Defoe: Robinson Crusoe OR Moll Flanders OR Roxana
Richardson: Clarissa (abridged); OR Fielding: Tom Jones; OR Sterne: Tristram Shandy
[Alternative: the unabridged Clarissa replaces Defoe and Richardson/Fielding/Sterne]
Burney: Evelina; OR Haywood: Adventures of Miss Betsy Thoughtless




PART Il
BRITISH LITERATURE AFTER 1789

Romantic

Blake: Songs of Innocence and Experience, Marriage of Heaven and Hell, Book of Thel, Pickering MS
poems; OR Burns: “Epistle to John Lapraik, An Old Scotch Bard,” “To the Same” (2nd Epistle
to Lapraik), “Vision,” “Holy Fair,” “Cotter’s Saturday Night,” “To a Mouse,” “Address to the
Devil,” “Death and Dr. Hornbook,” “Tam O’Shanter,” “Love and Liberty” (“Jolly Beggars™)

Wordsworth and Coleridge: Wordsworth: “Preface” to second edition Lyrical Ballads, (1800), Book 2,
Prelude, “Tintern Abbey,” “Ode: Intimations of Immortality,” “Resolution and Independence,”
and the Lucy poems; Coleridge: “Rime of the Ancient Mariner,” “Frost at Midnight,” “Work
without Hope”

P.B. Shelley: Defense of Poetry, “Mont Blanc,” “Hymn to Intellectual Beauty,” “Ode to the West
Wind,” “England in 1819,” “Adonais,” “Prometheus Unbound”

Keats: “Ode to Psyche,” “Ode to a Nightingale,” “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” “Ode on Melancholy,” “To
Autumn,” “Hyperion,” “Fall of Hyperion”; OR Byron: Childe Harold (111 and 1V), Don Juan (I
and I1), Manfred, Vision of Judgment, Prometheus

Essays and Criticism: Keats’s letters, selections; Coleridge, Biographia Literaria (4, 13, 14, 22); Hazlitt,
selection from Lectures on English the Poets OR Spirit of the Age; Mary Wolstonecraft,
Vindication of the Rights of Women

Austen: Emma OR Persuasion

Scott: Waverley OR Ivanhoe OR Heart of Mid-Lothian OR Redgauntlet

Mary Shelley: Frankenstein; OR Hogg: Confessions of a Justified Sinner

Victorian

E. Bronté: Wuthering Heights; OR C. Bronté: Jane Eyre OR Villette

ONE of the following novels: Collins: Moonstone; Gaskell: Mary Barton OR North and South; Hardy:
Tess of t h ©R Mdyddof Gastarbvidgd;, Meeedith: Egoist; Trollope: Barsetshire
OR parliamentary novel; Carroll: the Alice books; Kipling: Kim

Eliot: Middlemarch OR Daniel Deronda

Dickens: Bleak House OR Little Dorrit OR Our Mutual Friend; OR Thackeray: Vanity Fair

Arnold: Culture and Anarchy OR selected essays (“Function of Criticism at the Present Time,” “On
Translating Homer,” “Literature and Science,” etc.); OR Carlyle: Sartor Resartus; OR Ruskin:
“Unto this Last, Nature of Gothic” (from Stones of Venice)

R. Browning: “Caliban upon Setebos,” “My Last Duchess,” “Porphyria’s Lover,” “Andrea del Sarto,”
“Childe Roland,” and 5 others; OR E. B. Browning: Aurora Leigh; OR Tennyson: “Mariana,”
“Lotos-Eaters,” “Ulysses,” “Lady of Shalott,” and In Memoriam OR Princess and Maud

Hopkins: “Spring and Fall,” “God’s Grandeur,” “Pied Beauty,” “Carrion Comfort,” “Windhover,”
“Felix Randal,” “Nature is a Heraclitean Fire,” and 3 late sonnets; OR poems by the Rossettis,
including Christina Rossetti: “Goblin Market”

Wilde: Importance of Being Earnest, “Decay of Lying”; OR Pater: “Renaissance”

Darwin: Origin of Species OR some other important work that engages with a non-literary field (e.g.
Mill: On Liberty and Subjection of Women; Mayhew: London Labour and the London Poor)

Modern

Shaw: Saint Joan OR Major Barbara; OR Synge: Playboy and Riders to the Sea; OR O’Casey: Juno
and the Paycock

Yeats: “Lake Isle of Innisfree,: “Easter 1916,” “Crazy Jane Talks with the Bishop,” “Among School
Children,” “Second Coming,” “Sailing to Byzantium,” “Byzantium,” “Lapis Lazuli,” “Circus
Animals’ Desertion””; AND either Cathleen Ni Houlihan OR Countess Cathleen OR Purgatory

Conrad: Heart of Darkness OR Lord Jim; OR Lawrence: Sons and Lovers OR Women in Love

Joyce: Portrait of the Artist OR Dubliners

Woolf: Room of OAN® kither TO theLighthouse OR Mrs. Dalloway




Mina Loy: “Songs to Joannes” and 5 other poems; OR 10-15 poems by Auden OR Dylan Thomas
10-15 poems by British war poets from Silkin’s First World War poetry anthology
Contemporary

Beckett: Waiting for Godot OR Endgame

Pinter: Homecoming OR Betrayal

Lessing: Golden Notebook; OR Winterson: Passion OR Written on the Body

Larkin: “Church Going,” “High Windows,” “MCMXIV,” “Toads,” “Toads Revisited,” “Talking in
Bed,” “Home is So Sad,” “Love Songs in Age,” “Take One Home for the Kiddies,” “Sunny
Prestatyn,” “First Sight;” OR 10-15 poems by Thom Gunn

Shelagh Delaney: Taste of Honey; OR Caryl Churchill: Serious Money OR Cloud Nine

Heaney: “Digging,” “Exposure,” “Casualty,” “Field Work,” “Weighing In” and 5 other poems; OR
Walcott: “Far Cry from Africa,” Homage to Gregorias (Chapter 10), “Schooner Flight,” “Sea is
History,” “Star-Apple Kingdom,” and 5 other poems

Rushdie:Mi dni ght > s Chi l dr en

Achebe: Things Fall Apart; OR Ngugi: Grain of Wheat

Alisdair Gray: Lanark; OR Irvine Welsh: Trainspotting

PART 111
AMERICAN LITERATURES

Early American
Bradstreet: “Author to Her Book,” “Prologue,” “Contemplations,” “Flesh and Spirit,” “To My Dear
Children,” “Four Ages of Man”
Rowlandson: Narrative of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson
Tyler: Contrast
19th Century
Emerson: “Nature,” “Experience,” “Fugitive Slave Law” (1854; sometimes titled “Last of the Anti-
Slavery Lectures”)
Hawthorne, Scarlet Letter OR Blithedale Romance
Poe: “Fall of the House of Usher,” “Purloined Letter,” “Tell-Tale Heart,” “Black Cat,” “Raven”
Sedgwick: Hope Leslie; OR Apess: Eulogy for King Philip
Stowe:Uncl e Tom’s Cabin
Thoreau: “Walking,” “Resistance to Civil Government”
Whitman: selections from “Song of Myself” AND “Calamus,” 5 poems each
Melville: Benito Cereno OR Moby Dick
Jacobs: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
Dickinson: 271 “[A solemn thing],” 280 “[I felt a Funeral],” 520 “[I started Early],” 593 “[I think I was
enchanted],” 601 “[A still - Volcano - Life],” 754 “[My Life had stood],” 1129 “[Tell all the
Truth],” and 5 others
Sarah Winnemucca Hopkins: Life Among the Paiutes; OR Maria Ruiz de Burton: Squatter and the Don
Twain: any novel; AND Chesnutt: “Goopher’d Grapevine,” “Wife of His Youth”
James: Portrait of a Lady OR Ambassadors; OR Wharton: House of Mirth
Modernism
Cather: O Pioneers! OR My Antonia
Eliot: “Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” “Waste Land,” “Tradition and Individual Talent” and 2 other
essays
Hemingway: In Our Time OR For Whom the Bell Tolls
Faulkner: Sound and Fury OR Absalom, Absalom!
Hurston: Their Eyes Were Watching God
10-15 poems by ONE of the following: Williams, H.D., Pound, Moore, Crane, Stevens, Hughes




Contemporary
ONeilkLong Day’ s JoQ@REmgrprJianest o Ni ght
Ellison: Invisible Man
Williams: Streetcar Named Desire OR Glass Menagerie
Short fiction: O’Connor: 2 stories; OR Malamud: “Jew Bird,” “Magic Barrel”; OR Carver: 2 stories
10-15 poems by ONE of the following: Brooks, Ashberry, Plath, Rich, Olson, Ginsberg, O’Hara
Updike: Rabbit, Run; OR Heller: Catch-22; OR Pynchon: Crying of Lot 49
Kingston: Woman Warrior
DeLillo: White Noise OR Mao Il
Shepard: True West OR Curse of the Starving Class OR Angel City
McNickle: Surrounded; OR Silko: Ceremony
Morrison: Song of Solomon OR Beloved
Fornes: Conduct of Life



