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Overview: Surfing or Drowning?
Does searching for usable classroom materials on the web feels less like "surfing" and more like "drowning" to you? The following list, though by no means an exhaustive one, contains resources that are freely available to educators through the World Wide Web to help you get a productive start. The resources are on this list because they are stable, generally reflect good design and usability principles, and contain a minimum of advertising (always a relative item).

The list is divided into ten categories:

1. Email, Keypal Services Email, Electronic Lists Email, Tools

2. Chat

3. Discussion Boards for ESL, Discussion Board Tools

4. Web Page Authoring Tools, Templates

5. Quizzes and Puzzles, Ready-Made; Quiz and Puzzle Generators

Note: The author of this document has no business relationship with any of the sites, other than those from her own institution, University of Oregon.
1.
Email, Keypal Services 

Dave’s ESL Café, Email Connections
http://www.pacificnet.net/~sperling/student.html
Students enter information on a form and sign themselves up for an email partner.

Exchange 3

http://deil2.lang.uiuc.edu/ExChange3/
Keypal and other writing exchange projects for ESOL students.
Keypals Club (formerly, Mighty Media)
http://www.teaching.com/keypals/
Students enter information on a form and sign themselves up for an email partner.

 

2.
Email, Electronic Lists

A list allows a group of "subscribers" to all send email messages to each other at the same time (often misquoted as "listserv/e").

Intercultural Email Classroom Connections (IECC)

http://www.iecc.org/
This service works teacher-to-teacher, linking classrooms around the world.

Student Lists

http://www.latrobe.edu.au/education/sl/sl.html
There are 10 Student Lists. They provide a forum for cross-cultural discussion and writing practice for college, university and adult students in English language programs around the world.

Liszt
http://www.liszt.com/

A good general resource (directory) if you are looking for ready-made lists. Check them out carefully before you invite your students to join them. 

 

3.
Email, Tools

Hotmail

http://www.hotmail.com
Free email accounts.

Yahoo Mail
http://mail.yahoo.com/
Free email accounts.

The Electric Postcard
http://postcards.www.media.mit.edu/Postcards/
Students can select postcards, add messages to them, and send them to keypals. The receiver gets an email notification and a code number to use to retrieve it. You can find similar services through your favorite search engine with the key words "electronic postcard."

E-groups / Yahoo! Groups

http://www.egroups.com/ or http://groups.yahoo.com/
This is the probably the best-known service to educators. Recently merged with Yahoo, it is dependable and flexible. 

 

4.
Chat Rooms
Real time, asynchronous communication. The chat tool may or may not keep records of chat sessions.

Dave’s ESL Cafe Chat Room

http://www.eslcafe.com/chat/chatpro.cgi
Registration required.

ESL Chat

http://www.esl.about.com/homework/esl/mpchat.htm
No registration required. 

 

5.
Discussion Boards for ESOL

Not in real time, asynchronous communication, a.k.a.: web board, threaded discussion, discussion board, discussion forum. Discussion participants can read and post messages at their convenience on particular topics. The web site keeps a record of all contributions.

Dave's ESL Café, ESL Discussion Center
http://www.eslcafe.com/discussion/
Separate forums for students and teachers.

Karin's ESL Partyland Forums
http://www.eslpartyland.com/stdisc.htm
Discussion forums for students. 

 

6.
Discussion Board, Tools

Web sites that allow you to set up and host your own discussions. 

Bruin Net
http://www.bruin.net/
A free service for creating forums of your own. Has ads.

Nicenet, form ICA

http://www.nicenet.org/
A free, non-profit organization of Internet professionals who give their time to provide discussion board services to the Internet community. In use for a relatively long period of time by educators. No ads.

Yahoo Groups

http://groups.yahoo.com/
A free service for creating forums of your own. Has ads.

 

7.
Web Page Authoring Tools 

100 Best Free Web Space Services

http://www.100best-free-web-space.com/
There's a limit to what a web host can realistically offer for free. If you want plenty of bandwidth, no ads, and customer support from a live human, you're better off paying the $5 a month right from the start. But still get what you want. While many of the old free hosting services have recently shut down, and others have cut back on their free services, you can still get what you want if you choose carefully.

Geocities (merged with Yahoo)

http://www.geocities.com
Free space to publish your web pages. Templates are also available.

Free Web Page Space

http://www.free-web-page-space.com/
Free space to publish your web pages

TopHosts
http://www.TopHosts.com
Lists a wide variety of services that will host your web pages. You have to be selective.

 

8.
Quizzes and Puzzles, Ready-Made

The Dave’s Café (http:// www.pacificnet.net/~sperling/quiz/) and Karin’s ESL Partyland (http://www.eslpartyland.com/ ) web sites, previously listed in the Chat section, also have quiz sections. Additional resources follow.

Hangman

http://www.englishlearner.com/hangman/index.html
Internet TESL Journal (I-TESL-J)
http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/quizzes/
An excellent resource for ESOL.

Online Professional Development & Suggestions for Success, Learning Styles Quiz

http://www.att.com/learningnetwork/virtualacademy/success.html
Quia

http://www.quia.com/
For the past four years, Quia.com has been completely free. On February 25, 2002, this changed. As of that date, you must be a paid subscriber in order to create new quizzes and use Quia's Activity Manager. It is still free to use any activity on Quia.com, so your students won't need to pay anything. Anyone can still play existing Quia games, take quizzes, and view class pages for free.

Wordsearch Wonderland

http://thinks.com/wordsearch/print/index.htm
Online interactive and printable word search puzzles on a wide range of topics. 

 

9.
Quiz and Puzzle Generators 
Create your own quizzes and puzzles. Note that various tools produce printable vs. web-based activities. Also, some tools are for use on the hosting web site, while others must be downloaded and used on your local computer.

Concentration Game Generator

http://clear.msu.edu/dennie/matic/concentration/
Type your content, then click the "generate" button to create the game. 

Discovery’s Puzzlemaker

http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/
A puzzlemaker for any topic.

Hot Potatoes, Half-Baked Software

http://web.uvic.ca/hrd/halfbaked
A suite of 6 tools that enables you to create interactive multiple-choice, short-answer, jumbled-sentence, crossword, matching/ordering and gap-fill exercises.

Kelly's Multiple Choice Quiz Generator 

http://www.aitech.ac.jp/~iteslj/quizzes/help/write-mc.html
The same good folks that bring us ITESL-J and its vast wealth of resources also sponsor this site. Replace the sample questions with your own. After entering all the questions and answers, click the Generate the Quiz button and JavaScript will generate the HTML for you.

Teach-Nology

http://www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/work_sheets/
The generators allow you to make worksheets by filling out a simple form. The materials are made instantly and can be printed directly from your computer. Your creations are exclusive to you. If you would like to keep your creations, save them when you make them.

VLC Authoring Utilities

http://vlc.polyu.edu.hk/Authoring/authorin.htm
QuizMaker (multiple choice questions for quizzes and reading comprehension), ClozeMaker, Text viewer, Xword puzzle generator, Text-to-Speech dialog authoring.
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